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This remarkable two-volume collection contains in-depth essays on fifty of the most important films made
between 1920-1977. Organized chronologically, it stretches from The Cabinet of Dr. Caligari (Robert Wiene,
1920) to Woody Allen’s Annie Hall (1977). The contributors include well-known critics and scholars such
as Peter Cowie, Jill Forbes, Penelope Houston, Camille Paglia, David Robinson, Richard Schickel, Ginette
Vincendeau and Peter Wollen.
The essays and commentaries are the fruits of the British Film Institute’s (BFI) editorial effort reaching back
over two decades and the recent collection is in fact a compilation of BFI’s series of monographs published
individually. The expertly written texts do not follow any specific format; some are critical treatises, others
historical analyses; they represent personal observations together with the idiosyncrasies of their respective
authors.
There is no index, however, a great pity considering the serious character of this publication and its intended
function. Nevertheless, the attached credits, notes, select bibliographies and quality black-and-white stills
will no doubt serve as an excellent source of quality information and be appreciated by both the professional
and enthusiast of the seventh art alike.
Figure 1: BY: Edward Buscombe and Rob White. ¶ RELEASE: British Film Institute, London-New York
¶ YEAR: 2003 ¶ PAGES: 1248pp. Illustrations. ¶ ISBN: 1-57958-328-8.
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